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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-26 are presented for examination. 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-26 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1,11, 

line 6 in both occurrences, after "position" insert — ; . Appropriate correction is 

required. 

Claims 2-10, 12-26 are objected for the same reason since they depend from 
objected claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicarrt regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 26, the phrase "predeterminable circumstance" is unclear for the 
examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith et 

al.(US 6,282,264). 

Regarding claims 1,11, Smith discloses a safety device that is 
connectable to a technical device (fig. 42-45) comprising: an emergency 
activation apparatus (detector 34) selectively attachable to rail 166 so that 
emergency activation apparatus (detector 34) is shiftable along rail (fig. 42-45; 
col. 12, lines 35-45); rail emitting a test signal that is received by emergency 
activation apparatus while emergency activation apparatus (detector 34) is 
attached thereto independent of a shift position (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 12, lines 51- 
67; col. 14, lines 34-51); emergency activation apparatus (detector 34) emitting a 
response signal that is received by rail independent of its shift position (fig. 42-fig. 
45; col. 14, lines 34-67); the safety device being fashioned such ttiat a signal is 
emitted to the technical device dependent on a receipt of the response signal 
(col. 14, lines 51-67; col. 15, lines 1-16). 

Regarding claim 2, Smith discloses rail includes a test signal emission 
apparatus via which the test signal is emitted (nrvstion along across rails 166) (col. 
12, lines 35-50). 

Regarding claim 3, Smith discloses an optical test signal is emitted via test 
signal emission apparatus (col. 10, lines 54-61). 
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Regarding claim 4, Smith discloses an electrical test signal is emitted by 
test signal emission apparatus (col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 5, Smith discloses a rail includes a response signal 
reception apparatus via which the response signal is received (col. 10, lines 54- 
61). 

Regarding claim 6, Smith discloses optical response is received via 
response signal reception apparatus (col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 7. Smith discloses response signal reception apparatus 
includes a fluorescing fiber (col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 8, Smith discloses electrical response signal is received 
via response signal reception apparatus (fig. 42-fig. 45). 

Regarding claim 9, Smith discloses an emergency control device 
connected to rail via which at least at least one of the test signal is generated and 
the response signal is received (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 10, Smith discloses emergency control device generates 
at least one of a test signal that includes an identifier (encoder) that is 
unambiguously associated with a specific emergency activation apparatus and a 
response signal is received that includes an identifier (encoder) that is 
unambiguously associated with a specific emergency activation apparatus (fig. 
42-fig. 45; col. 14, lines 34-67). 

Regarding claim 12, Smith discloses technical device is a medical- 
technical device (patient bed) (col. 14, lines 34-51). 
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Regarding claim 13, Smith discloses an emergency activation system 
(detector 34) (fig. 42-fig. 45) comprising: an emergency activation apparatus (detector 
34) (fig. 42-fig. 45); a rail 166 to emergency activation apparatus Is attachable and on 
which emergency activation apparatus (detector 34) (fig. 42-fig. 45) is shiftable (fig. 42- 
45; col. 12, lines 35-45); rail emitting a test signal that is received by emergency 
activation apparatus independent of a shift position on rail (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 14, lines 
34-63); and emergency activation apparatus emitting a response signal dependent on a 
receipt of the test signal (fig. 42-45; col. 14, lines 34-64); rail receiving response signal 
independent of the shift position of emergency activation apparatus (fig. 42-45; col. 14, 
lines 34-64). 

Regarding claim 14, Smith discloses rail includes a test signal reception 
apparatus via which the test signal is received (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 12, lines 35- 
50). 

Regarding claim 15, Smith discloses an optical test signal is received via 
test signal reception apparatus (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 16, Smith discloses an electrical test signal is received by 
test signal reception apparatus (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 10, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 17, Smith discloses a response signal emission 
apparatus via which the response signal is emitted (fig. 42-fig. 45). 

Regarding claim 18, Smith discloses optical response is emitted via 
response signal emission apparatus (fig. 42-fig. 45). 
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Regarding claim 19, Smith discloses electrical response signal is emitted 
via response signal emission apparatus (fig. 42-fig. 45). 

Regarding claim 20, Smith discloses an emergency key (buttons 38a) 
dependent on whose operation the response signal is emitted (fig. 1 ; col. 7, lines 
61-65). 

Regarding claim 21 , Smith discloses an electrical E-stop switch that is 
activated via operation of emergency key (push and release appropriate button) 
(col. 7, lines 61-67). 

Regarding claim 22, Smith discloses an optical signal path that is 
interrupted via operation of emergency key (col. 7, lines 47-66). 

Regarding claim 23, Smith discloses an identification analyzer (encoder) 
(col. 14, line 42). 

Regarding claims 24-25, Smith discloses an identification analyzer 
analyses an individual identifier is included in a received test signal, and 
identification analyzer emits a response signal dependent on a result of the 
analysis (fig. 42-fig. 45; col. 14, lines 34-67). 

Regarding claim 26, Smith discloses emergency apparatus is 
automatically operated upon detection of a predetermined circumstance (col. 19, 
lines 3-12). 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Khutoryansky et al. (US 5,917,883) discloses radiographic/fluoroscopic imaging 
system with reduced patient dose and faster transitions between radiographic 
and fluoroscopic modes. 

Yurdin (US 4,372,551) discloses cardiac stress table. 
Bradcovich et al. (US 5,490,297) discloses a mobile imaging table. 
Goldhorn (US 5,166,588) discloses medical apparatus having an apparatus part 
which is motor-adjustable relative to a surtace in a direction of at least one 
degree of freedom. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Previl whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Previl 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 
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